GENERAL M'DONALD AND OTHERS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 17 August 1848; —for, 






COPIES “of Correspondence between Mr. N. V. Maher and the Secretary- 
at-War, relative to the Conduct of General M e Donald, and the Military under 
his Command ; and also, Copies of any Correspondence which may 
have taken place between the Military Authorities at the Horse Guards and 
in Ireland , relative to the Conduct of General M‘ Donald and Colonel Taylor , 
of the 85th Regiment, complained of by Mr. N. V. Maher." 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 25 August 1848. 



COPIES of Correspondence between Mr. N. V. Maher and the Secretary- 
at-War, relative to the Conduct of General M‘ Donald and the Military under 
his Command; &c. 



— No. 1.— 

Copy of a LETTER from Lieut.-General Lord Fitz Roy Somerset, g.c.b., to 
Lieut.-General the Right Hon. Sir Edward Blakeney, k.c.b. 

Sir, Horse Guards, 7 August 1848. 

I am directed by the Commander-in-chief to transmit to you, for inquiry and 
report, a letter which the Secretary-at-War has received from Mr. Maher, one 
of the representatives of the county of Tipperary, complaining of the conduct 
of the commanding officer of the 85th, in encamping his regiment on the lawn 
immediately in front of his house, situated within one mile of the town of 
Thurles. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Fitz Roy Somerset , 



— No. 2. — 



Copy of a LETTER from N. V. Maher , Esq., m. p., to the Right Hon. 

Fox Mattie, m.p. 

124, Rue Royale Neuve, Brussels, 
Sir, 5 August 1848. 

I have this day received a letter from my agent in Ireland, stating that 
Colonel Taylor, commanding the 85th Regiment, forcibly entered upon my 
demesne at Turtulla, and -pitched his camp in my lawn, within about 30 yards 
of my house, which is situate within one mile of the town of Thurles, one of 
the most peaceable quarters of the county of Tipperary. 

Had Colonel Taylor taken possession of a part of my demesne (which contains 
upwards of 500 acres), remote from my house, under the present state of ex- 
citement in Ireland, there might be some palliation for such misconduct, but 
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enterin'* upon a man’s best land, surrounded by his pleasure grounds, with 
] 000 soldiers, is an outrage to which I shall not submit under any circum- 
stances and which if even martial law was proclaimed could be scarcely 
tolerated, I therefore request you will submit this my complaint of Colonel 
Taylor's conduct for consideration at the Horse Guards. 

As I have not the honour of being personally known to you, I deem it right 
to say I am one of the representatives of the county of Tipperary. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Nicholas V. Maher. 



— No. 3. — 

Copy of a LETTER from Lieut.-General the Right Honourable Sir Edward 
Blakeney, k.c.b , to Lieut.-General Lord Fitz Roy Somerset, g.c.b. 

My Lord, Royal Hospital, Dublin, 14 August 1848. 

With reference to your Lordship’s letter of the 7th instant, enclosing one 
from Mr. Maher (now returned), complaining of the conduct of the com- 
manding officer of the 85th Regiment, in encamping on the lawn immedi- 
ately in front of his house, I have now the honour to transmit to your Lord- 
ship for the information of his Grace the Commander-in-Chief, the accom- 
panying report from Major-general M’Donald, enclosing an explanation from 
Lieut. -colonel Taylor, from which it appears that there was no force employed 
in obtaining possession of the ground, and that the regiment was not encamped 
immediately in front of the house, but at a distance from it, and on the east 
side, as will be seen from the rough sketch of the demesne of Turtulla, 
herewith forwarded. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) _E. Blakeney , Lieut.-General. 



— No. 4. — 

Copy of a LETTER from Major-General M l Donald to Colonel Cochrane, 
Deputy Adjutant-General. 

gj rj Thurles, 11 August 1848. 

On receipt of your letter of the 10th inst., I immediately inquired into the 
merits of the complaint which Mr. Maher has preferred against Lieut.-colonel 
Taylor, 85th Regiment, for having forcibly entered and encamped on the lawn, 
within 30 yards of his house at Turtulla. I now enclose that officer’s state- 
ment of the case, and have only to add my perfect conviction that no force 
whatever was used on the occasion, nor any objection offered. I presume 
Mr. Maher is not correctly informed as to the relative position of the camp 
and his house, I therefore enclose a rough sketch of the grounds to satisfy him 
on that point. 

When the representative of the county describes this as one of the most 
peaceable quarters in Tipperary, it is not for me to offer a different opinion. 

It is, however, possible that he may not be aware that these very people 
endeavoured to cut off the supply of transport and provisions for the troops 
under my command on the 29th ult., in order to prevent my march upon a 
body of armed men then in the neighbourhood, and in open rebellion against 
The Queen ; and that these people demolished the house of the baker about to 
supply bread for the troops. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. McDonald, Major-General- 
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— No. 5. — 

Copy of a LETTER from Lieut.-Colonel Taylor to Major-General M‘Donald. 

Sir, Turtulla Camp, Thurles, 11 August 1848. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the letter of the Deputy Adjutant-General 
addressed to you, with its letter herewith returned, complaining of my having, 
on the 3 1st ultimo, forcibly entered and encamped on the lawn, 30 yards from 
the house of Mr. Maher, m.p. for the county of Tipperary. 

In explanation I .beg leave to state, that by a brigade order of the 30th ultimo, 
which reached me while under canvas at the railway station at Thurles, I was 
directed to move towards Littleton, detaching a company of the 60th Rifles to 
that place, and to take up such a position as to enable me to hold Thurles, the 
following day being “ fair-day ” in that town. I applied accordingly to the Sub- 
Inspector of Police, and the demesne of Mr. Maher was pointed out to me as 
the most eligible position, it being situated one mile from Thurles, with good 
water, and commanding two roads from the east and south. 

Having personally inspected the position, I moved my regiment (571 all 
ranks) into a grazing field, separated from the lawn by a strong fence and a belt 
of trees. 

I then sent for the agent, who, upon my explaining the circumstances under 
which I was placed, made no objection whatever to my taking possession, and 
moreover offered me personally accommodation in the house, as well as for the 
horses in the stables, the rain falling heavily at the time ; the first I declined, 
the second I accepted, with thanks, assuring him that the house and lawn, as 
well as the pleasure-grounds, should be particularly guarded, and they were 
most strictly so. . 

On the 2d instant we moved to New Birmingham, and the following day 
j.oined the column under your immediate orders. 

I trust I have pointed out that no force was used on my part ; I was obliged 
to make an entrance into the field to prevent the carts from passing through the 
gates and back premises of the house, as well as to ensure a ready communica- 
tion with the town ; the opening in the wall was made in five minutes, and could 
be rebuilt in one hour. 

It is perhaps necessary for me to add that the agent must have misrepre- 
sented the position of the camp. It is not in the front of the house, but on the 
east side, on a rising ground from the road, hidden from the house by the belt 
of trees before mentioned, the enclosure being about 50 acres, and the land not 
apparently very good, it being covered with thistles and other weeds. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Brook Taylor, 
Lieut.-Colonel 85th Light Infantry. 



— No. 6. — 



Copy of 



a LETTER from Lieut.-General Lord Fitz Roy Somerset, g. c. b., to 
Lieut.- General the Right Hon. Sir Edward Blakeney, k.c.b. 



g. Horse Guards, 15 August 1848. 

Referring to my letter of the 7th instant, and its enclosure, 1 am directed 
■by the Commander-in-Chief to refer to you for early inquiry and report, 
another letter from Mr. Maher, M.P., complaining of the occupation of his 
stables by the horses of the officers of the regiment encamped on his grounds 
and also containing a charge against Major-General M Donald, which it is just 
that he should be made acquainted with without loss of time. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Fits Roy Somerset. 



%S. 
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— No. 7. — 

Copy of a LETTER from N. V. Maher, Esq. m. p., to the Right Hon. 

Fox Maule, m. p. 

Sir, 124, Rue Royale Neuve, Brussels, 10 Aug. 1848. 

Having been informed that the military (of whose conduct I complained in 
my letter of the 5th instant) had taken possession of my stables at Turtulla, 
I wrote to my agent to desire he would have their horses removed from my 
stables. I now beg to submit an extract from his letter which yesterday 
reached me. “Thurles, August 9, 1848. — On receipt of your letter I went to 
Turtulla to fulfil your orders respecting the removal of the officers’ horses 
from the stables. After a good deal of remonstrance they told me they would 
keep them there as a matter of right, and that they could billet wherever they 
liked, and that if their horses were to be put out of the stables, it should be at 
the point of the bayonet. 

“ I then pointed out the very great annoyance of having the camp so close 
to the house, when the colonel told me their directions were to pitch their 
camp where they chose, and that they were not to be dictated to by you or 
any other person ; and, after some further observations, which I think not ne- 
cessary to detail, referred me to General M‘Donald, but from the savage temper 
and violent conduct of General McDonald, I thought it useless to speak to him. 
As one instance of his overbearing conduct, Mr. Cahill, the Crown solicitor for 
this county, and his brother-in-law, were a day or two ago standing at the 
hotel door, when the general in a most imperious manner called on them to 
quit ; put a pistol close to their heads, saying, if they were not off in a second 
he would blow their brains out. They imprisoned Mr. Bridge, the banker, and 
many others, without the shadow of cause.” 

. Without any comment on the conduct of General M c Donald and those under 
his command, I beg, through you, to have their conduct so far as I am con- 
cerned laid before the Horse Guards, and to express my determination to have 
it inquired into, and for which purpose, I shall leave this for London to- 
morrow j and should you deign a reply to this letter, please to direct to me to 
the Reform Club. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) N. V. Maher . 



— No. 8.— 

Copy of a LETTER from Lieut.-General the Right Hon. Sir Edward 
Blakeney, k.c.b., to Lieut.-General Lord Fits Roy Somerset, g.c.b. 

My dear Lord Fitz Roy, Dublin, 20 August 1 848. 

Having sent Mr. Maher’s letter of complaint about his stables to Major- 
General M'Donald, for inquiry, I beg to return you his answer, together with 
letters of explanation from the officers concerned, which I hope will prove 
satisfactory. r 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) E. Blakeney, 

Lieut.-General. 



— No. 9. — 

Copy of a LETTER from Major-General McDonald to Colonel Cochrane, 
Deputy Adjutant-General. 

T Thurles, 19 August 1848. 

i have the honour to acknowledge your letter of yesterday’s date, with its 
enclosure, from Mr. Maher, m.p., dated Brussels, 10th inst., in which that 
gentleman complains that his stables at Turtulla are kept forcible possession 
of, tor the horses of the officers encamped on his grounds. 

I was 
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I was not aware till the receipt of your letter this morning that Mr. Maher 
wished these horses to he removed ; but on the contrary, from the circumstance 
of an offer having been made to put up the horses of myself and staff there, 
I was under the impression that the occupation of these stables was considered 
desirable by the people in charge of the premises, who I knew were handsomely 
remunerated by the officers. I however immediately directed these stables 
and cowsheds to be vacated, and that Mr. Maher should be paid for the time 
past ; and having inquired into the subject of his complaint, I beg leave to 
forward the enclosed letters from Lieut.-colonel Hallifax, 75th, Lieut.-colonel 
Brook Taylor, 85th, and Major De Lancey, 75th, Regiments, explaining the 
facts of the case, which I hope will prove satisfactory to the Lieut.-general 
commanding, and also to his Grace the Commander-in-Chief. 

With regard to that part of the extract of the letter from Mr. Maher’s 
agent, dated Thurles, 9th instant, relative to and reflecting on my own personal 
conduct, I have only to state that there is not the least foundation for any 
one of the assertions therein put forth ; for instance, 1 have no pistol, nor 
have 1 handled one since I have been in the county of Tipperary, consequently 
the rest must be false. 

I have made every inquiry as to the alleged imprisonment of Bridge (the 
banker) and others, and find that there is no truth in that assertion either. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. M l Donald, Major-General. 



— No. 10. — 

Copy of a LETTER from Lieut.-Colonel Hallifax to the Major of Brigade 
Thurles. 

75th Regiment, Turtulla Camp, near Thurles, 

19 August 1848. 

In reference to your memorandum of this date, I have the honour to forward 
an explanatory letter from Major De Lance}’ - , who commanded the first division 
of the 75th Regiment that encamped in these grounds. 

Personally I have not heard any complaints against the officers of the brigade 
by any member of Mr. Maher’s establishment. 

My charger is in a stall in Mr. Maher’s stable, but which I understood to 
be hired by the Commissariat for its use, and for the occupation of which I am 
to pay ; I have now hired a stable elsewhere. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. Hallifax, 

Lieut.-Colonel 75th Regiment, Commanding. 



— No. 11.— 

Copy of a LETTER from Lieut.-Colonel Taylor to the Brigade Major of 
the Moveable Column, Thurles. 

Sir, Turtulla Camp, Thurles, 19 August 1848. 

With reference to Mr. Maher’s statement, that his stables had been forcibly 
taken possession of by myself and the officers entitled to horses, of the regiment " ^ 0 ‘ 1 Jt ‘ 
under my command ; 

I have the honour to deny his statement, as far as the 85th Regiment is con- 
cerned. On my return from Limerick on the 7th instant, I found the stables 
occupied by the horses of the 74th and 75th Regiments. I applied for per- 
mission, and obtained it, for two of mine and one belonging to my adjutant, 
to occupy a cowshed among the out-buildings, in which place they have been 
since that period ; one horse belonging to my major occupied a stall in the 
stables, with the consent of the people about the house. 

I can only further observe, that I have endeavoured to show the greatest 
courtesy in all my communications with Mr. Maher’s people. 

It is true that the agent complained to me of the stables being forcibly oc- 
cupied, hut he cannot deny that I explained fully to him the circumstances 
under which we were placed, and though at first he was not very civil, I trust 
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I convinced him that as far as my regiment was concerned, all property in and 
about the camp should be most strictly preserved, and I referred him to General 
M‘ Donald, who was living in Thurles. 

In my letter of the 11th instant I stated, that I accepted a four-stall stable 
which was offered ; this was previous to the regiment leaving for Limerick. 
I fully, I trust, compensated Mr. Maher’s servants for their civility and for the 
accommodation, as I gave out of my own pocket 1 1. between two of them, 
and I have been prepared to pay them handsomely on my departure, or any 
demands that Mr. Maher or his agent may think proper to make. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Brook Taylor, 

Lieut.-Colonel 85th Light Infantry. 



— No. 12. — 

Copy of a LETTER from Major De Lancey to Lieut.-Colonel Hallifax. 

Sir, Camp, Turtulla, 19 August 1848. 

1. In compliance with your letter of this day’s date, calling on me for a 
statement of what occurred between Mr. Maher’s agent and myself respecting 
the “ forcible occupation ” of that gentleman’s stable ; I have the honour to 
state that on my arrival here at 10 o’clock at night on the 6th instant, my 
horse was placed, without any remonstrance or opposition, in the stable, in 
which were also horses belonging to the officers of the 74th regiment. About 
48 hours afterwards I was informed that my horse and the horses of other 
officers were turned out, and standing in the yard, the weather at the time 
being very unfavourable ; no notice had ever been given to me that there was 
any objection to my occupying a stall ; for had I known it was contrary to Mr. 
Maher’s wishes, I of course, as well as the other officers, would have removed 
the horses. 

No. i paragraph 2. On my going to the stable-yard I remonstrated with the agent, who made 
can be verified on use of the following words, “ That he would not allow my horse to remain ; 
afso an officer's^ 1 t * iat I had not paid as the officers of the other regiment had ; also by the 
servant. same warrant he would not be sending his man to look after you fellows on 

which I said, “ 1 am a Major in the 75th Regiment. I would not lower myself 
so much as to call you or any other man a fellow ; and that in consequence of 
his language and demeanor, I declined any further communication with him, 
and would hold myself in communication with the man in charge of the stable- 
yard,” at the same time stating to him that I would report his conduct and 
language to Mr. Maher, his employer, which I have been prevented doing, 
having been told Mr. Maher was at Brussels, also at the House of Commons, 
London. 

3. I certainly may have expressed myself hastily in threatening to bring up 
a file of soldiers. I need hardly add I had no idea of using force, more par- 
ticularly as officers’ horses of other corps had and were occupying the stables 
at the time ; my decided opinion is, the sole reason of turning out the horses 
of the officers of the 75th regiment was, as the agent himself stated, that I had 
not settled for the horses as the officers of the other regiment had ; on which I 
replied he should be fully compensated before we left the camp, and that if he 
came up that same evening he should be paid. After leaving the stable-yard 
my groom came up with the ration return for forage, when the man who has 
charge of Mr. Maher’s stable, on seeing the return sent, said, “ It is all right 
now.” The horses of the regiment have since remained there, and I have heard 
nothing from the agent since. 

4. I beg to add, that my brother officers and myself are and have been ready 
and willing to pay any reasonable compensation for the accommodation re- 
ceived, of having their horses in Mr. Maher’s stable. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) P. Do Lancey, 

Major 75th Regiment, 
Commanding 1st Division 75th Regiment. 
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